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Dean Sellers steps down 
as director; good men 
needed for chapter board 
positions 
By Greg Garvin, Executive V.P. 

We have just finished our 54th Annual 
Holiday in Harmony and we are now busy 
preparing for the 2011 show and we have 

already picked our show quartet.  We have just wrapped up a 
successful Singing for Life for 2010 and I’m suggesting we will do 
this again in 2011 but will wait for chapter board approval before as 
chairman of that event I will need to register our chapter with the 
Barbershop Harmony Society. 

The chorus is headed for change with the resignation of our 
director Dean Sellers.  We have already posted the position and a 
selection committee has been appointed by our president and the 
selection process has begun and so far we have two prospective 
candidates.  It is an exciting time for all of us but we will definitely 
miss Dean’s expertise and it was a great experience over the past five 
years to sing with him as the director.  I personally learned a lot from 
him and wish him only the best in his new job promotion.  He is 
probably in my mind one of the most dedicated barbershoppers our 
chorus has ever or will ever have as a member and or director.  I only 
wish the best for him.  

 His wife Ann, too, is a pillar in this chorus and we owe so much 
to her as she has been in charge of the Chord Jewels and chaired the 
Grant Committee and without her efforts we would not be where we 
are today.  I could start to list a whole lot of accomplishments for the 
two of them but will stop and just say it’s been great to have them 
involved in a leadership role in this chorus.  We owe them a lot of 
thanks. 

Unfortunately, I will be at a pediatric medical conference when 
everyone will be singing at the “Starlight Review.”  I’m hearing, 
however, there will be a lot of good singing going on that evening 
and wish I could be there.  Good luck everyone.   

I do want to remind every member that I’m on the committee to 
nominate a new slate of officers for the 2011 year so if anyone has a 
burning desire to be on the chapter board or an appointed position 
please contact me or I’ll be contacting you.  I think it is healthy to 
have change and I’ve already heard a number of the chapter board 
positions will be opening up for a change in leadership.  I will be 
open to any and all suggestions.  I would also say a member could 
suggest another member to fill a position and I will be happy to 
discuss that with them and put them on the nomination list of 
prospective candidates.  I have already been informed that the 
president’s position is open.  I’m thinking that the executive VP’s 
spot is also available so let me know. It is also time for a new Singing 

For Life Chairman and Co-Chairman to the annual show, if you get 
my drift. 
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Board 

 
President 
Dennis Johns 
johnsda @ earthlink . net  
 
Executive VP 
Dr. Greg Garvin��
ggarvin6 @ mchsi . com� 
 
Treasurer 
John McNamara��
jrmcb4 @ gmail . com 
 
Secretary 
Amos Glanz 
chordsrus @ hotmail . com 
 
Music and Performance VP 
Vacant 
 
Program VP 
Vern Soeken 
ves39 @ mchsi . com 
 
Membership VP 
Vaughn Meehan 
vmmm4846 @ q . com 
 
PR and Marketing VP 
Don Payton 
umpref10 @ mediacombb . com 
 
Member at Large 
Cliff Newman 
cliff @ 4ever-young . org�
�
Member at Large 
Brian Williams 
dbriw  @ yahoo . com 
 
Member at Large 
Jim Schneider 
JSchnei474 @ aol . com  
 
Member at Large 
Roger Akers 
akers03 @ mchsi . com 
 
Member at Large 
Mike Sellers  
italiansinger986 @ yahoo . com 
 
Chorus Manager 
Gary Schocker 
glschock @ hotmail . com      
                                                                                     
 

Chordbusters say “Thanks” to Dean Sellers as 
he steps down as director 
By Cliff Newman 
 

I began singing barbershop in 1972.  During my time barbershopping, I have 
sung for Howard Mesecher, Gary White, Larry Monson  and others, but I 
never really learned a lot about how to sing until Dean  became our director in 
2005.  I had been out of barbershop for some years and returned in 2004, just 
before Dean began directing the Chordbusters.  It has been a real learning 
experience for me, especially since I began singing in 4 Ever Young with Dean.  
I am extremely grateful to him for all he has taught me and is still teaching me.   

Now that Dean is retiring from directing the Chordbusters, we will certainly 
miss him.  He has helped to improve the quality of singing of the group and our 
contest scores reflect this. 

On behalf of the Davenport Chordbusters, we would like to present you with 
this award. The award reads: 

“Presented to Dean Sellers for his dedication and leadership as director of the 
Davenport Chordbusters Barbershop Chorus 2005 – 2010.  CSD Most Improved 
Chorus 2009.” 

Dean Sellers, third from left, is presented with an award of appreciation 
from the Chordbusters. Pictured from left - right, Arlene Newman, Cliff 
Newman, Dean Sellers, Ann Sellers, Russ Hartwig, and Steve Goodell. 
Photo courtesy of Cliff and Arlene Newman and Mary Meehan. 
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My thoughts on Dean Sellers 
By Gary Schocker, Chordbusters Assistant Director 

 

As I stated at Dean Seller’s last official night as our front 
line director, Dean is the reason why I am and who I am now 
in the barbershop world today. When he first joined us I was 
very resistant to him, because I thought that I knew 
everything about singing and was doing everything right. 

 I was involved with “God Squad” at the time, in a quartet, 
and even taking over the leadership of “God Squad”. 
Comments were made about both, and in the process “God 
Squad” shut down and my quartet dissolved. I personally held 
Dean responsible at the time because I thought he “stole” my 
tenor. I confronted both Dean and my tenor about this and 
about God Squad, when Dean presented me with the first of 
several challenges in the form of “you are not a good singer 
and you have no clue on how to direct”.  

About that time IDAH was around the corner and one of 
the curriculums was “Beginning Directing” to be led by Jay 
Giallombardo. Dean dared me to attend. I went, thus my start 
in truly understanding what the barbershop style was really 
about. How my eyes were opened! I found out that, yes, I 
knew music, but I didn’t know music. Sure is a funny thing to 
say. I found out, not only the directing techniques, but also 
proper singing techniques. I also found out that I did know 
more about music, especially in theory, than what I had 
imagined.  

After attending this, Dean mentioned that there were 
scholarships available for Harmony University (Harmony U) 
for directing, so I applied. It was the greatest thing for me to 
ever do! It just so happened that Dean and I shared a dorm 
room that entire week. It gave us a lot of time to discuss many 
issues. It was through these discussions to 2:00 a.m. each day 
that I really got to know this man. He is a very humble man 
with so much to give. Because of these discussions I have 
come to admire him for who he is and what he can do. 

As a result of this challenge and the requirements tied in 
with the scholarship (I must complete the certified 
requirements for directors) I have continued to attend 
Harmony U and have learned a whole lot more! Funny thing 
too, almost all the instructors repeat and ask for the same 
from us as Dean did here. This is what really cemented my 
faith and trust in Dean.  

While here in the local arena, Dean has been my mentor 
on many aspects with directing and organizing as a chorus 
manager. We talk a lot behind the scenes on many topics, 
such as my demeanor in front of the chorus, how my hands 
“wave”, interpretation of a song, singer placement, warm-up 
techniques, performances that fit the chorus, etc. 

Even though Dean will not be in front, I know that I can 
still count on him for suggestions and pointers for both my 
directing and my singing, and I will continue to use him.  

I certainly hope that the next front line director will be just 
as available to assist me, and also allow the section leaders 
and assistant directors to be an integral part of the chorus and 

also to not be bothered by having Dean sitting/standing in the 
chorus. He can be a very valuable tool for him/her to use too. 

 

Note Dispenser wins CSD 
Hardcopy Bulletin Contest 
I got one the biggest surprises of my life when it was 
announced that I was the winner of the CSD Hardcopy 
Bulletin Contest for 2009. Why was I shocked? Have you 
ever read the Des Moines, Iowa Chapter bulletin, Harmony 
Overtones? Bob Uy, editor of the Harmony Overtones, 
publishes a professional looking chapter bulletin. If you get a 
chance read their chapter bulletin, you’ll understand what I’m 
talking about. 

To tell you how sure I was about Bob Uy winning, I stepped 
aside backstage at the convention so Paul Cartwright  could 
accept the award on behalf of Bob Uy. My mouth just 
dropped when my name was announced. 

I have been friends with Bob since 2002 when both of us 
attended the bulletin editors’ class at COTS. The class was 
taught by my Serenade predecessor John Petterson. John 
taught us well on how to publish a good chapter bulletin. 

Of course the Note Dispenser wouldn’t be possible without 
everyone’s contributions of articles. You gave me the content 
to put it together. Let’s keep this publication going, it’s a 
great tool for communication, PR, and membership 
recruitment. Thanks everyone!! 

CSD Board Member at Large Kevin Barker, right, 
presents David Haase, editor of the Davenport, Iowa 
Chapter publication Note Dispenser, with the first place 
trophy for the CSD Hardcopy Bulletin Contest. The 
presentation was made at the CSD Spring Convention in 
Sioux City, Iowa.�
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Coach’s Corner 
By “Coach” Dennis Johns, Chapter President 

 
 I have been chastised for 

reading, writing, and maybe 
thinking, but since I believe 
knowledge to be a good thing, I 
will continue with my ramblings.  
I have become a student of the 
Chapter Management Guide, The 
Society Web Site, attended 
Leadership Training, as well as the 
much maligned Chuck Greene 
Seminar.  Since someone may 
even read this article, I will take 
the “High Road.” 

Please refer to an article written by Todd Wilson, Director 
of Marketing for the Society, entitled, “A Business Approach 
to Membership.”  Todd states that, “Being a Barbershopper is 
supposed to be about singing, fun, fellowship, enrichment and 
creativity and not just work.”   You can find this article on the 
Society Web Site.  Also please refer to the Society 
Membership Management Guide, Chapter 7 and particularly 
7.1, entitled “Build great chapter meetings around the Eight 
Points to Fun.”  These are the fun basics of Barbershopping.  
They are the things we do in “Vern’s Time.”  The manual 
recommended that we vary those segments and activities to 
avoid boredom.  Vary the type of learning activities.  “Make 
every chapter meeting a new and exciting experience.”  That is 
a concept shared by Todd, and Chuck Green.  No one has ever 
suggested that we were not about quality singing.  I have 
always hoped that the Chordbusters could relive some of their 
glory years by being the best.  That is one of the reasons I 
joined.  I have also learned that there are many ways to “skin a 
skunk.”  Have been there and done that. 

Todd goes on to say that “chapters should have a vision, a 
mission, and a product.  It has income and expenses, plans, 
events and administrative tasks that need to be handled.  Every 
year, chapter members elect a board of directors who are 
accountable to the chapter’s stakeholders.”  He suggests that 
each chapter have assessment committees to evaluate 
characteristics and suggest statements of vision and mission.  
Chapters being member driven, will ultimately craft a written 
statement of the “This We Believe” kind of format,  in order to 
bring unity and consensus.  This process and resulting 
document could take us to new level rather than finger 
pointing.   That document could help a director and boards 
know what programming is appropriate for each chapter.  It 
can help explain the Board’s position while it sets the tone and 
direction for the next few years.   This is not a difficult 
concept, although many don’t want this discussion.   

I can agree with this approach. We have discussed this 
many times with many members of the chorus.  Here comes 
“The Rub.”  We did this in 2007 at the Bettendorf Library.  

We have yet to implement any of the proposals and the result 
was loss of members.  Part of the issue involves having that 
assessment representing the members, who are they, and  have 
they been involved in the process?  Will the written vision 
result and will it create teamwork between the Board, the 
Program VP, the Music Committee, and the Chorus Director.  
It happens this way in Fremont, Nebraska and other chapters.  
Let’s talk (or write) about this.  Maybe it is a good time to 
incorporate this type of thinking. 
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     Thursday, May 20 found a small group of women 
gathered around the Chapel table listening to Barbara 
Harre’s  presentation. She spoke with such passion and 
eloquence and left me feeling both heartbroken and 
uplifted, if that is even possible. I, for one, wished that 
every single Chordbuster and Chord Jewel could have 
listened to her. 

     Barbara runs the Child Protection Response Clinic in 
Davenport and, after years of dedication to area children, 
has become the first and only pediatrician in Iowa to 
receive board certification in the new medical subspecialty 
of Child Abuse and Neglect. The clinic works with law 
enforcement, child protection services, physicians, state 
and county prosecutors and other health care professional 
who deal with cases of possible abuse and neglect.  

     In conversation, Barbara spoke of the need for clothing, 
new or used, and nutritious snacks, since the clinic literally 
has no budget. Chord Jewels, being who we are, focused on 
how we could help. I would like to extend an invitation to 
any Chord Jewel who might be willing to participate. As a 
group, we would like to offer some support to this 
wonderful cause. If you know of anyone who has small 
children, clothing size from 6 months to 6 years, who 
would be willing to donate to Barbara’s clinic, please 
contact either myself at 309-236-5851 or Arlene Newman 
at 309-523-2017. We can get you in contact with the clinic 
so that you can take them yourself or help make other 
arrangements as needed. Nutritious snacks include small 
bottles of water and individual sized crackers, cookies, etc. 
Donations of money would also be accepted by the clinic to 
help defray the cost of purchasing these items.  

Let’s see what we can do to help support a fellow Chord 
Jewel!
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Getting to 
know Dave 
Ditch 
By Amos Glanz 
  

      Where were you 
raised?   I grew up in 
Silvis, Illinois. 

  
     How long have you lived in the QCA?   I have 

lived in the Quad Cities all my life except for the 4 years 
when I served in the US Air Force.   

  
   Spouse's first name?    Charlotte  

   Do you have any children and grandchildren? if 
so, how many of each, boys vs. girls and what are 
their ages?    We are a blended family of six combined 
children.  These include four daughters along with one 
step-daughter and one step-son.  Their ages range from 
32 to 39.  We also have ten combined grandchildren 
ranging in age from 4 to 22.  They are four 
granddaughters and six grandsons. 

  
   How did you get introduced to or learn 

about the hobby of barbershopping?   When I was 
about 10 years old, my mother and sister sang with the 
Sweet Adelines.  At that age, barbershop singing didn’t 
particularly appeal to me.  Later on, my mother coaxed 
me into trying out for a high school musical.  At that time, 
I didn’t realize that I was supposed to audition with a 
song from a musical, so I went in and sang one of the 
barbershop songs that I would hear my mother and 
sister practicing. And in addition to that, it just happened 
to be one of the most unfamiliar parts, namely that of the 
baritone.  I am sure the music teacher got a good 
chuckle out of that. Needless to say, I didn’t get a part in 
the play.  My next exposure to barbershop was after I 
got out of the Air Force in 1975. My brother invited me to 
go visit the Chordbusters to get me interested in a 
hobby. I went a few times and probably would have 
joined the chorus, but then my wife’s cousin (Howie 
Stein) from Rock Island’s Bend of the River Chorus 
found out that I was interested. He took me over to the 
Rock Island chorus and I ended up joining them for 
about a year.  After that I left barbershop and raised my 
family for about 18 years. Then I came back to the Rock 
Island chapter in 1992 for about three years and then 
switched over to the Chordbusters in 1995.  Since that 
time I have sang with two different quartets – Notes 4 
Hymn and ChordsRUs.  I have also sang with the 
Eastern Iowa Chorus.  I have been a member for about 
18 years now.    

  
  What aspects of the barbershop hobby appeal 

most to you?   I really enjoy quartet singing the most.  I 
also like being part of the annual shows and the various 
singouts that we do from time to time.  My favorite 
barbershop activity is doing the Singing Valentines every 
year.  Fortunately, my wife always works on that day and 
she is very understanding about this. We do manage to 
go give her a Singing Valentine every year as well.  

  
   What was your most memorable experience as 

a barbershopper?  Probably one of the most unusual 
experiences I ever had with barbershopping was when 
we were hired to go to Palmer College and sing for a 
group of office ladies. When we got there, who happens 
to be among the recipients, it just so happened to be my 
ex-wife. That was good for a few laughs. Fortunately, my 
ex and I were on good terms and everything went very 
well.  

  
  What is your current line of work?  How long 

have you been in this field?  Any particular 
retirement or other plans for your future?  I currently 
work for a large healthcare insurance company. I have 
worked in the IT group for 15 years starting out in 
computer operations and worked my way up to 
programming.  I recently changed jobs within the 
company and now work in security administration.  I plan 
on retiring in 3 to 5 years.  After that I plan on doing a lot 
of travelling with my wife.    

  
  What other interests/hobbies/passions do you 

have?  How do you spend your spare time?  I enjoy 
musical entertainment and plays the most. This includes 
all types of music and genres.  I played classical guitar 
when I was young and would like to take it up some 
more when I have time.  I also wish I had time to learn 
the piano. I really enjoyed the piano music my daughters 
played when they were taking lessons.  I also like 
watching the Chicago Bears and NASCAR races.  And 
last but not least, I really enjoy our church and spending 
time with our family and friends.    

   
  Feel free to add any of information, 

observations, stories, or parting comments that 
you'd like to throw in.   My wife and I have always felt 
welcomed by the chorus and we are happy to be part of 
the Chordbuster family. 
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Notes from the 
Chorus Manager 
By Gary Schocker  

As all of you know, it has been a 
very busy and tumultuous time the 
past month. Here is a “short list” of 
events that have taken place: 

 
The annual show is behind us, 

and a very successful one at that. 29 
members actively participated in the show. The afterglow 
went very well. 

 
The CSD Spring Convention has come and gone with 

several guys reaping some rewards at the convention. Nine 
members participated in the contest and were part of the 1st 
place small chorus champions, Twenty-First Century Vocals. 
Dean Sellers was awarded Barbershopper of the Year for that 
chorus. Dave Haase was the winning recipient of the 
Hardcopy Bulletin Contest for the CSD. One member was part 
of a quartet that almost made the quartet finals, but settled for 
Mic testers.  

 
The annual “Singing For Life” blood drive was successful. 

There were 21 donors credited to the Chordbusters part of the 
drive. 23 members sang, plus Possible Side Effects helped to 
carry part of the entertainment load. 

 
The annual Cookie Festival in Iowa City was well 

attended, with 21 members showing up. Thanks guys, it is 
events like this that help us to grow! 

 
Here is a “snapshot” of what our schedule looks like at this 

moment (subject to change): 
 
June 17: Board Meeting at Huckleberries, Rock Island 

5:00-6:45p.m. 
 
June 22: Starlite Review at Lincoln Park, Rock Island 

7:00-9:00 p.m. Final details need to be worked out. Dress 
code will be “Summer Dress”- light blue shirt with logo, 
khaki pants, black shoes and socks, no jacket or tie! 

 
June 28- July 4: International Contest and Convention 

in Philadelphia 
 
July 1: 2nd Annual “Ice Cream Social” with area 

chapters invited to join in for a webcast from 
International. We are still finalizing details for this. We, as 
a chapter, can make this our “Cookie Festival” if we put 
our best foot forward. 

 
July 6: Sing Star-Spangled Banner at Quad-City River 

Bandits game, dress code “Summer Attire”. More details 
to come. 

 

July 10: Sing for the Grand Opening of the Eastern 
Avenue Branch of the Davenport Public Library. 3:00pm. 
Dress code “Summer Attire” with tie! 

 
July 10: Sing Star-Spangled Banner at Quad-City 

River Bandits game, dress code “Summer Attire”. More 
details to come. 

 
July 15: “Watering the Willow” at Bill Tubbs’, Address 

and details to follow. 
 
July 20: Sing for the Scott County Historical Society at 

the Summit Church (6:45-7:15pm) 
 
There are some details still to be worked out on some of 

these events.  
 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

 
 

May 
7- Ray Harre 

11 - Barry Lahann 
22 - Dave Knapp 

23 - Del Menke (80 years old!!) 
 
 

June  
21 - Amos Glanz 
21 - Don Payton 
29 - Greg Garvin 

 
 

July  

7 - Jim McCreary 
18 - Mike Sellers
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Quartet News 
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It would be nice to sit back and put our feet up, but 
Possible Side Effects is on the move.  We sang at the 
Bucktown Revue on April 16 after an admirable introduction 
by our show producer Leo Schubert and then off to the Friday 
night rehearsal at Vicky Ann Palmer Hall. We sang “Route 
66” and “Spiritual Medley” to the Bucktown crowd and the 
hustle back to Friday Night Rehearsal.   

We loved opening up the show with “Route 66” and were 
totally taken by surprise when we closed the show with 
“Surfin’ USA.”  I’m not sure we actually sang the song to the 
best of our ability as we had not counted on the audience 
response.  They were so loud we could not hear each other 
singing.  I for a moment began to wonder how groups like The 
Beach Boys or Beatles could perform in front of a live 
audience with all of the cheering and screaming going on.  I 
wonder if the beach balls thrown out in the audience got them 
going.  We closed the song going out the middle aisle with 
“high-fives” by the people on the inside aisles. 

We also enjoyed the afterglow at the Knights of 
Columbus.  Six quartets performed before High Definition and 
weren’t they great?   

On a personal note, I want to thank everyone for coming 
the After-after Glow and a special thanks to my wife Donna 
for hosting this event in our home. 

Just a short note to let you know we are 
around…Unfortunately, Possible Side Effects will not be 
singing at the “Starlight Review” because the tenor (me) will 
be in New York City at a meeting.  This happens.  We are 
tentatively planning on being around for the annual Watering 
of the Willows.  We hope everyone can be there for a night of 
good food and singing. 

Possible Side Effects sing “Surfin’ USA” at the Davenport 
Chordbusters annual show. Photo by Dave Haase and 
Cathy Doubet. 
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Chords-R-Us had a great time performing at Market Days 
in LeClaire on May 15th.  We went store to store singing to 
the shoppers.  We were especially proud to show off our brand 
new patriotic shirts.  I am a firm believer in the old adage that 
if you look great, you'll sing great! 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                         Tag of the month
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See, develop, use and enhance 

the skills and talents of each 
member to such an extent that 
progress seems limitless. 

Vern’s Time at future practices will include, but not be 
limited to, serving the musical needs of all the members by 
having fun singing and supporting a wide variety of 
barbershopping opportunities which shall include group 
singing, organizing very large quartetting groups, pick-up 
quartetting, woodshedding, tag singing, and various musical 
technique instructions.  

·  VLOs.  We will be forming at least three of these at 
a practice session and they will practice a polecat song or one 
of our repertory songs and then sing it for the rest of the 
group. Perhaps we can start some type of contest if enough of 
the members are interested. 

·  We will be doing more woodshedding with some 
“shotgun” arranging of the members. 

·  Tag singing has been a favorite at break time and we 
should do it more each week.  Dave includes one in the Note 
Dispenser each month that we could use. 

·  The “various musical techniques” could include 
body movement, facial expressions, and blending of voices. 

·  Bring a friend and let’s Keep the Whole World 
Singing.   

 

Outstanding Ad 
Sales for 2010 
Route 66 Program 
By Vaughn Meehan,  
Show Program Advertising 
Chairman 

 
As chairman of ad sales, I would 

like to thank the 28 Chordbusters 
who were able to bring in at least one ad this year.  We set 
several records, not the least of which is the $9325.00 in sales 
(last year was $8220.00), the 166 ads (141 last year), and 60 
pages (52 last year).  The 60 pages include 7-1/2 pages of new 
ads (Fantastic!!!) collected by 12 different Chordbusters.  We 
had 29 new ads compared to only five last year.  What a 

terrific job!!!  At least 85 percent of the ads were submitted in 
electronic format, so my job should be a lot easier next year.  

 
 I thank all of you who were so diligent in getting the 

electronic format for most of your ads.  I would like to 
personally thank Bill Tubbs for writing the Sweetheart page, 
Brian Williams  for his cover page art work, and, of course, 
Leo Schubert for writing all of the other required filler pages 
that describe the Route 66 show production and several other 
things.  All of you had the right idea this year when you 
started to work on your ads, and your efforts really show.  I 
hope everyone is happy with the program this year.  I really 
tried to keep the politics out of my decision making process 
this year.   

 
Finally, I have to thank Sue Grant from Minuteman Press 

and Dennis Johns for their expertise and professionalism.  
They made my job very easy and helped to keep me focused 
these past four months.  Thanks again for all of your efforts. 

 
 

2011 Show date and 
quartet set 
By Amos Glanz 
 

The 2011 show date has been set, 
our show next year will be on April 
30, 2011 at the Vickie Anne Palmer 
Hall. Our show quartet for the 2011 
show is The Allies, who hail from the 

Johnny Appleseed District. They are currently the third 
highest rated quartet in the running for the gold medal going 
into this year’s international convention in Philadelphia.  
 
 

The Allies, the guest quartet for our 2011 Holiday In 
Harmony show. From left to right, Casey Parsons, 
baritone; Jared Wolfe, bass; David Calland, lead; and 
Jacob Ross, tenor. 
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Dr. Gregory L Garvin  was elected Chairman of the 
Center for Inherited Diseases and Communicable Disorders 
Committee (CIDAC).  This is a committee of the Iowa 
Department of Public Health.  This committee is responsible 
for overseeing the Newborn Metabolic Screening Program for 
the State of Iowa.  Dr. Garvin currently is Chairman of the 
Perinatal Guidelines Committee and the Perinatal Guidelines 
Physician’s Advisory Committee.  He is also on the Scott 
County Board of Health and the Iowa Board of Health.  He in 
on the Executive Committee of the Iowa Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics and was recently elected to 
a second 2-year term.  He was also appointed to the Executive 
Committee of the Osteopathic Section of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and will attend their board meeting in 
September 2010 in San Francisco. 

Andrew Garvin,  son of Dr. Gregory Garvin and Dr. 
Donna (Garvin) Norman is engaged to Annalisa Renaldi 
and a Fall September 2011 wedding is planned in Rome, 
Italy.  Andrew and Annalisa both live in Hollywood, 
California where they met.   

Andrew is employed by Direct Digital Media as a post 
production sound editor for film. He is also a lead singer and 
rhythm guitar player in “Ghost Town” and plays in local 
venues in the Los Angeles area. He writes and arranges most 
of the material his band performs.  

His future bride is also involved in sound design for film 
in Los Angeles.  She was originally from Rome where her 
parents reside and she received her formal training in sound 
design in London.   
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What is going on in the Goodell household?  It’s been 
quite a year already.  We started out this year by going to the 
Midwinter International Contest in Tampa, Florida because I 
wanted to see what this senior quartet competition was like.   

Then we had the coaching at IDAH (Illinois District 
Academy of Harmony), in Bloomington Illinois, with the 
Chord Sellers quartet as a participant.  Very shortly we had 
our Chordbuster show.  Which I feel was one of the best 

shows we have ever had!  Then it was on to Sioux City Iowa, 
my birth place, for the CSD Spring Contest where the 
Twenty-First Century Vocals sang their way to become the 
CSD Small Chorus Champions.  Not to be out done, the 
quartet Chord Sellers went to Mankato, Minnesota for the 
Land Of Lakes District Spring Contest to compete for a score 
and coaching.  We placed 9th place in the Illinois District by 
points.  Our quartet is registered in the Illinois District so 
that’s where our points will be registered.  If we would have 
registered in the CSD then we would have placed 7th but 
that’s only an idea of where we scored.  That leads into these 
past several weeks and the upcoming week for us. 

We again traveled to Orlando, Florida to see my stepson, 
Kevin, graduate from the University of Central Florida with a 
bachelor’s degree in finance.  It was a whirlwind trip by going 
down on Friday and coming home on Sunday.  In which we 
were sorely surprised to be held up in Atlanta due to a 
problem with our connecting flight into the Quad-Cities and 
had to stay in the Airport Best Western East for the night.  
There were 40 of us that didn’t make connecting flights so 
they had to bus us 15 miles to this place that when you 
walked in you swore you stepped back into the 1950’s by the 
décor.  (Small light blue square tiles on the walls behind the 
welcome counter and circular blue lounge chairs in the 
lobby.)  They only had one bus and could only pick up 10 at a 
time.  We were less than thrilled.  Of course I was texting my 
boss to let him know that there was nothing we could do to 
get to work on time on Monday. 

This next week we’ll be heading to San Antonio to the 
Lackland Air Force Base to see my stepdaughter, April , 
graduate from basic training. We’ll be spending more time 
down there since it’s a two-day ceremony and it’s the 
weekend of Memorial Day.  We’ll have some rest and 
relaxation time with her in the off times she’s not performing. 
She has really surprised us by picking this career.  We are 
both very proud of her accomplishments while she’s been 
going through this training.  She has told us that she has made 
marksman status with her M16 rifle and has completed her 
gas chamber ordeal with little effects.  She told us that her 
time in the week that they went out for her wilderness training 
she had a lot of scrapes and bruises from crawling on the 
ground carrying her belonging and her weapon.  Her “flight” 
(which is approximately 40 women with their brother flight of 
40 men) has been picked to carry the colors of all the states 
into the procession for the actual graduation ceremony.  She 
will then go on for six months of training for her job which 
will be in communications on an actual airplane.  I will have 
pictures to share for the next issue. 
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Amos Glanz has announced that he is retiring from the 
Rock Island Arsenal effective July 3.  Amos has spent 40 
years at the Arsenal, mostly in budget and finance. Amos and 
Cindy plan to spend more time with their grandkids and hope 
to travel and camp as much as possible. 
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David Haase - Editor 
563-391-6426 (home) 
563-320-3501 (cell) 
quartetmandh@yahoo.com 
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Chordbusters reviving 
Christmas show 

The chapter is reviving the concept of sponsoring a 
Christmas show similar to what we had at Alleman in recent 
years.  The event will showcase local school groups, the 
quartet The Choir Boys and the Chordbusters and its quartets.  
The date will be Saturday, December 11.  The site is to be 
announced.  The show will be called:  "The Chordbusters 
Present:  An Old-Fashioned Christmas".   Be sure to mark 
your calendars. 
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I am happy to announce that David Knapp is joining me 
as Associate Editor of the Note Dispenser. I have recently 
started a full time job with Von Maur at their distribution 
center. I will also be keeping my part time at-home job with 
Synovate, a national marketing research firm.  He will be 
helping me by checking for grammar and spelling errors in all 
articles submitted to the Note Dispenser. He will also be a 
huge help during the months that I’m working on the 
Serenade. Please welcome David aboard and thank him for 
helping to keep the Note Dispenser going. 

Former Chordbuster Tim Pashia 
passes away at age 62 

Former Chordbuster Tim Pashia passed away on April 
30, 2010. Tim, also known as “Too Tall”, was very active in 
the years he sung with the Chordbusters. He was an 
extraordinary bass that sung in many chapter quartets and was 
an anchor in the bass section. Tim served the Chordbusters 
whenever a job needed to be done. 

Timothy M. Pashia was 
born November 16, 1947, in 
Moline, a son of Timothy A. 
and Irene (Edelman) Pashia. 
Tim was a self-employed 
general contractor in home 
remodeling for many years. He 
was past president of the 
Davenport Fraternal Order of 
Eagles and also was a member 
of the F.O.E., Iowa City. Many 
will remember his auctioneer 
abilities during fundraisers. He 
enjoyed music whether it was 
singing with the Chordbusters, 

Karaoke, being a DJ or just playing the trumpet. He loved 
animals and golf, but his greatest joy in life came from 
spending time with his friends and family, especially his 
grandchildren. 

Survivors include his lifelong partner for the past 25 
years, Marcia Lorenz, Davenport; his four daughters, Kay 
Murray , Johnston, Iowa, Lynn (Mike) Johnson, Des 
Moines, Angelina (Scot) Ferguson, Colorado Springs, Colo., 
and Christina Pashia, Omaha, Neb.; five grandchildren; 
three sisters, Glenda (Mike) Schaab, Davenport, Mary 
(Randy) Gilmore and Elizabeth Pashia, all of Omaha, Neb.; 
his former wife, Carol (Randy) Peters Rutledge, Davenport. 
His parents, infant children, Cheryl and Timothy and a 
sister, Sharon Pashia preceded him in death.  
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     Karen Soeken is battling a major respiratory ailment, 
a pulmonary embolism (arterial blockage).  She is undergoing 
treatment at home.  Stan Brown was recently hospitalized 
with chest pains, but was released and is doing better now.  
Please keep both Karen and Stan in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

Marty and Lois Riese has their 60th wedding anniversary 
coming up.  They were married on June 25, 1950. 

 
 


